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Michigan Citizens for Water Conservation
(MCWC) is working with 50 other groups through
the Great Lakes, Great Michigan (GLGM)
Coalition. The 2007 GLGM Coalition is a diverse
collection of organizations concerned about
Michigan’s greatest natural asset — our fresh water.
GLGM is composed of business, agriculture,
religious, environmental, and community groups. It
is working to strengthen water use laws in the state
and pass the Great Lakes Compact. The platform
and additional information can be found at:

www, greatlakesgreatmichigan.org,

GLGM advocates passage of the Compact with
strong implementing laws that will 1) bring
Michigan into compliance with the Compact and 2)
protect Michigan's valuable water for generations to
come.

In July, a package of bills was introduced in the
Michigan House of Representatives addressing all of
the points in GLGM’s platform (HB5065-HB5073).
In late September, Senate Democrats also introduced
companion bills (SB721-SB729).

In late October, Senator Patty Birkholz introduced a
legislative package (SB858-SB860) that does not
support GLGM’s platform. There are a number of
differences in this package from what GLGM
proposes. As currently written, the Senate
Republican bill package:

e Completely ignores the public on decisions
about withdrawing large quantities of
Michigan’s waters from lakes, rivers, and
streams.

e Designates as “available for withdrawal” by
international corporations and others up fo
30% of waterways classified as “cold”, like
the Jordan and Au Sable Rivers, and up fo
46% of waterways classified as “warm",
which includes the Kalamazoo, Red Cedar,
Grand River and other lower peninsula rivers.

¢ Allows international corporations and others
to withdraw up to 2 million gallons of water
per day from our lakes and streams without
going through a permit process that protects
the public’s interest. No Public Hearings,
No Public Comment, and No Public
Permit Process!

e The Senate bill opens the door to privatizing
Michigan’s Great Lakes waters by failing to
classify all our waters as subject to public
trust legal standards.

o Has weak water conservation standards that
apply only to withdrawals over 2 million
gallons per day.

GLGM hopes to accomplish 4 key objectives:

% Ensure all waters of the state are recognized as
public resources and subject to public trust
protection.

» Have large water users conserve water and

demonstrate that that they are using it

efficiently.

Get the new Water Withdrawal Assessment

Tool adopted as part of a larger process, using a

very conservative approach because this is

brand new science. This screening tool helps
determine potential adverse resource impacts
from large withdrawals to surface water
resources.

¥ Give the public opportunity to be well informed,
with time to review and participate in the
process.
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